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Turkish Authorities Will Be Seeking Express Declaration viz Guarantee of P&I Cover For Vessels 

Carrying Crude Oil Through Turkish Straits Starting 01 December 2022 

The present circular aims to increase awareness concerning a recent circular1 published by the 

General Directorate of Maritime Affairs (the “General Directorate”) under the Turkish Ministry of 

Transport and Infrastructure (the “Ministry”) on 17 November 2022 which pertains to vessels carrying 

crude oil and will pass through the Turkish Straits. 

 The General Directorate, has drawn attention to the fact that vessels over 300 gross tons which 

transit or call in Turkish waters must have P&I coverage in place. As background, this is necessitated in 

Turkey for vessels which carry dangerous goods and which transit the Straits by article 13 of the Turkish 

Straits Maritime Traffic Regulation Implementation Directive.  

 The General Directorate in its circular states it has taken note of the recent publications by P&I 

Clubs alerting that P&I cover will not extend to cover a loss which arises out of an incident in relation to 

an illegal act or an act which was not in compliance with prohibitions and sanctions, even if the vessel has 

a valid P&I policy. Therefore, the authority feels it is necessary to confirm that P&I insurance and cover is 

still valid and inclusive during the passage of cargo vessels, especially those carrying crude oil products, 

which are likely to have catastrophic consequences in the event of an incident which may occur during 

transit of the Straits. 

 In light of the above, as of 01 December 2022, vessels which pass through the Straits carrying 

crude oil will need to submit a letter obtained from their P&I Club which makes specific reference to the 

vessel, cargo and voyage in question – expressly stating that P&I insurance will be valid and inclusive for 

the vessel, voyage and cargo during the time in which the vessel will pass through the Turkish straits. This 

letter will need to be sent to the vessels agents and attached as an annex to the voyage planning-1 

document (“SP-1”) and in addition, this same letter must also be sent via e-mail to 

“istcan.gth@kiyiemniyeti.gov.tr” as early as possible in order to prevent possible loss of time and not 

delay the passage of the ship. 

 For any further questions, you may get into contact with any or all of the below persons from 

Kalimbassieris Turkey. 

(Mr.) Captain Ibrahim Dogan  
Mob: +90 530 511 39 83 
Istanbul@kalimbassieris.com 

 (Mrs.) Tugce Topcu Koral 
Mob: +90 534 260 64 36 
istanbul@kalimbassieris.com 

   
(Mr.) Deniz Uras 
Mob: +90 530 516 28 19 
Istanbul@kalimbassieris.com 

 Kalimbassieris Turkey 
O: +90 216 457 56 00 
24/7: +90 530 510 35 63 

 

 
1 Circular no. 23.1 / 739-517 issued in regards to decision of the General Directorate dated 16.11.2022 no. E-
19463099-199-779495. 


